Empowering Achievement
Through Digital Delivery
of Course Materials
Executive Summary of Academic Impact

The inextricable link between
affordability, access, and achievement
Most educators agree that students who don’t have
access to required course materials on the first day of
class are at a disadvantage, and research has shown a
positive correlation between access to course materials
and completion rates and grades. Yet, 25% of firstyear students and 33% of seniors report forgoing the
purchase of required academic course materials.1
This can have serious consequences for students’
academic performance. In a survey of more than
22,000 college students, respondents reported that
the cost of textbooks impacted their decision making
and performance in courses.2
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Many studies have shown an association between
student achievement and access to course materials3
and researchers suggest that this relationship is likely
due to increased student access to and affordability
of textbooks.4
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As institutions are making the move to digital delivery of
course materials, they’re finding that providing students
with digital, day-one access to required course materials
at a more affordable price is having a measurable impact
on teaching and learning. While Pearson’s digital delivery
models are relatively new, we’re partnering with institutions
leveraging these models to measure their impact over the
long term. The following represent just a few early examples
of how digital delivery models are empowering student
achievement at some of our pioneering partner institutions.
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Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana
In 2009, Indiana University began implementing a digital course materials delivery model in an effort to reduce the
cost of education for its students. Referred to as the Indiana University e-Text Initiative, this model provided faculty
with the option to adopt an e-text that would be digitally delivered to all students in the course. Starting in spring of
2012, Indiana University fully implemented the initiative across its eight campuses.
During the pilot phase of the initiative, Indiana University collected data from participating courses and found that
active use of an e-text by instructors had a positive impact on learner engagement. This data was presented
in a February, 2015 EDUCAUSE Review article. Key findings include:
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Student-reported engagement and perceived learning increased
with active use of an e-text by instructor.
Greater numbers of students reported reading and annotating, and reported higher levels of perceived
learning when instructors actively used an e-text (annotating, highlighting, and referring to them in class).

2

Day-one student access is a preference factor for faculty.

3

Digital delivery enables learning insights.

Guaranteed access to an e-text by all students when the semester starts is one faculty-stated reason for
preferring an e-text.

Faculty also appreciate the insights that digital delivery affords them, including:
• Ability to share highlights and notes with students directly on the e-text
• Ability to use an e-text more effectively during class time
• Ability to view student engagement in reading assignments
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Algonquin College
Ottawa, Ontario
In January of 2013, Algonquin College launched an e-text pilot program in an effort to reduce the cost of materials
and improve accessibility and portability. The pilot showed promising results, so Algonquin decided to slowly
expand the program in a five-phase approach from the fall of 2013 to the fall of 2015.
Since the start of the pilot, e-text use has increased from 2,300 in the winter of 2013 to 32,000 in the fall of 2014.
Approximately 50 percent of Algonquin’s programs are using e-Text, reaching 10,000 students. In addition to
delivering cost savings to students, Algonquin has seen a positive impact on student grades and course outcomes.

Course Grade Comparison for Courses Using e-Text vs Print Book
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While this is an early analysis and additional research needs to be done, preliminary data suggests that e-text
usage is contributing to higher end-of-course grades and fewer failures and withdrawals.
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